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damage to America: it has killed tens of mil-
lions of unborn children, caused untold an-
guish to their mothers, and marginalized fa-
thers in our society. The renewal of Amer-
ican democracy according to the highest
ideals of the Founders requires us to stand
for the inalienable right to life of the un-
born, to stand with women in crisis, and to
stand against the abortion license.

25. Few Americans celebrate the abortion
license today. For many who are troubled by
the license and its impact on our society, to
be ‘‘reluctantly pro-choice’’ is now thought
to be the responsible position. We respect-
fully urge those of our neighbors who hold
that position to reconsider. We ask them to
ponder the relationship between the abortion
license and the crisis of family life in Amer-
ica. We ask them to reconsider whether radi-
cal autonomy is a sufficient understanding
of freedom. We ask them to reflect, again, on
the morality of abortion itself. We ask them
to think about the social impact of a legally
defined private ‘‘right’’ to lethal violence.

We ask them to ask themselves: ‘‘Is Amer-
ican society, today, more hospitable, caring,
and responsible than it was before Roe v.
Wade?’’ We believe the answer is ‘‘No.’’ Prob-
lems that the proponents of abortion claimed
the license would help alleviate—such as
childhood poverty, illegitimacy, and child
abuse—have in fact gotten worse, through-
out every level of our society, since Roe v.
Wade. Thus we respectfully ask our neigh-
bors to consider the possibility of a connec-
tion—cultural as well as legal—between the
virtue deficit in contemporary American life
and the abortion license.

26. The pro-life movement is about affirma-
tion. Thus we ask our neighbors, of whatever
political persuasion or current conviction on
the matter of abortion, to engage in a great
national debate about the America we seek,
and the relationship of the abortion license
to that future. We ask all Americans to join
with us in providing effective, compassionate
service to women in crisis. Work on alter-
natives to abortion and on the reform of
adoption laws and procedures can create the
conditions for a new dialogue on the future
of abortion law and practice in America. We
are ready for that new conversation. We in-
vite all our neighbors to join us.
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Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate Greek Independence Day,
which falls on March 25, 1996. I have had the
opportunity to visit Greece on several occa-
sions, and I treasure the time I was able to
spend in this great nation. Not only has
Greece been a loyal ally and NATO member,
but Greek-Americans have also made great
efforts to enrich the United States. In celebrat-
ing Greek independence, I would like to take
this opportunity to reflect upon efforts that
have been made in the 104th Congress.

We have spoken out for and voted for the
Porter amendment which cut aid to Turkey
from $42 million to $21 million. This gesture
shows that the United States will no longer tol-
erate countries who block U.S. humanitarian
assistance and who consistently violate
human rights standards.

I am also pleased that Congress has finally
made an effort to end the Cypriot struggle for
freedom from Turkish dominance. As one of
the original cosponsors of the Cyprus Demili-
tarization Act, I am proud that the United
States has finally called for the withdrawal of
all foreign troops from Cyprus. This measure
shows that we are committed to resolving this
20-year-old dispute based on the relevant
U.N. resolutions.

When I learned about the approved sale of
U.S. Army Tactical Missile Systems to Turkey,
there was a need to organize and fight this
transaction. I am proud of the initiative I took
by introducing H. Con. Res. 124 which ex-

presses Congress’ disapproval of the pro-
posed sale due to Turkey’s human rights
record. I have asked the Speaker to attach
this bill to the final budget proposal.

The Greek-American community has a lot to
celebrate on March 25—these efforts have
been monumental. The newly formed Con-
gressional Caucus on Hellenic Issues, of
which I am a founding member, will help us
continue our efforts on these issues. I am
proud to have been an instrumental part of
this progress. I look forward to continued bi-
partisan support.

I would like to express my sincere congratu-
lations to Greek-Americans and the people of
Greece on this day of independence.
f

BLANCA SANDOVAL, A DEVOTED
MOTHER AND EXEMPLARY INDI-
VIDUAL

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 22, 1996

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor a very distinguished and outstanding
individual from my district. Blanca Sandoval
has been a devoted mother and someone who
has inspired many of her fellow community
members. In recognition of her gracious work
and outstanding accomplishments, Mrs.
Sandoval will have her 90th birthday celebra-
tion at Las Palmas Restaurant in west New
York.

Mrs. Sandoval was born on March 20, 1906,
in Trinidad, Cuba. She grew up in the province
of Las Villas and was living in Havana before
arriving in this country. She married a deco-
rated naval lieutenant, Laudelino Gronnig, and
had three children. Asnaldo, Miriana, and
Blancy were raised during a difficult period in
Cuban history. The family constantly dealt with
the harassment and intimidation of a brutal
dictatorship.

In search of liberty and freedom, Mrs.
Sandoval and her husband sought to emigrate
from the island of Cuba so they could be re-
united with their children. Unfortunately, Mr.
Gronnig never got to see his children in the
United States because he was repeatedly de-
nied departure. He died in Cuba before he
could be reunited.

Miriana and Blancy arrived in the United
States in 1971, and their brother subsequently
joined them. It was 11 years later that Mrs.
Sandoval was reunited with her family. She
quickly learned to love her adopted homeland
and is now looking forward to becoming a citi-
zen. She is well respected by her friends and
neighbors and is known to them as Mima.

Blanca Sandoval is adored by her children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. I am
proud to have such a loving and caring indi-
vidual residing in my district.
f

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
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Thursday, March 21, 1996

Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, in recognition of
Women’s History Month, I rise today to honor
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